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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

The embodiments of the invention in which an exclusive property or privilege is 
claimed are defined as follows: 

A method for conducting a promotion, comprising: 
generating an outcome; : 

generating an unlock cojie capable of unlocking said outcome; 
providing an indication lof said outcome; 



providing an indication 
providing an indication 

The method of claim 1 , 
receiving a redemption 



of said unlock code; and 

of a benefit associated with said outcome. 

further comprising: 

equest associated with said outcome. 



3. The method of claim 2, 
one of a user, user device, in 



wherein said redemption request is received from at least 
ter nediary, or intermediary device. 



4. 



The method of claim 1 , 
associating a qualifying 



The method of claim 4, 
associating an expiratioh 



6. 



The method of claim 4, 
providing an indication 



further comprising: 
action to said unlock code. 



further comprising: 
date with said qualifying action. 



further comprising: 

of said qualifying action. 



7. The method of claim 4, ^further comprising: 
verifying a completion of said qualifying action. 

8. The method of claim 4, further comprising: 

\ 

receiving an indication bjf a completion of said qualifying action. 

I 

'■i 

9. The method of claim 4, yherein said providing an indication of a benefit associated 

J 

with said outcome is completed only after said qualifying action is completed. 

10. The method of claim 4, wherein said unlock code can be provided to a user only 
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after said user has completed said qualifying action. 

f 

1 1 . The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 
associating a qualifying action with said benefit. 

i 

12. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
associating a qualifying action to said outcome. 

13. The method of claim 12, further comprising: 
associating an expiration da:e with said qualifying action. 



14. 



15. 



16. 



The method of claim 12, further 
invalidating said qualifying 



The method of claim 12, fuirther 
providing an indication of ^aid 



composing: 
action. 



The method of claim 12, fUrther 
verifying a completion of 



comprising: 
id qualifying action. 



comprising: 
s aid qualifying action. 



17. The method of claim 12, 
receiving an indication of 



f arther comprising: 
a completion of said qualifying action. 



18. The method of claim 12, 
associated with said outcome is c 



wherein said providing an indication of a benefit 
Dmpleted only after said qualifying action is completed. 



19. The method of claim 1 

receiving an indication of 

unlock code; and 

receiving an indication of 

outcome. 



fUrther comprising at least one of the following: 

a completion of a qualifying action associated with said 

a completion of a qualifying action associated with said 



20. The method of claim 1, fiirther comprising at least one of the following: 



verifying a completion of 
verifying a completion of 
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a qualifying action associated with said unlock code; and 
a qualifying action associated with said outcome. 



21. The method of claim 1, flrther comprising at least one of the following: 
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determining at least one intermediary device to which to provide said indication of 
said unlock code; and / 

determining at least onq intermediary device to which to provide said indication of 
said outcome. 



further comprising at least one of the following: 
intermediary to which to provide said indication of said 

intermediary to which to provide said indication of said 



22. The method of claim 1 , 
determining at least one 

unlock code; and 

determining at least one 
outcome. 

23. The method of claim 1, farther comprising at least one of the following: 
determining at least one user to whom to provide said indication of said outcome; 



and 



code. 



determining at least one 



ser to whom to provide said indication of said unlock 



24. The method of claim 1, jurther comprising at least one of the following: 
determining at least onejuser device to which to provide said indication of said 

outcome; and 

determining at least one[ user device to which to provide said indication of said 
unlock code. 

25. The method of claim 1 J further comprising at least one of the following: 
determining how manymutcomes to provide to a user; and 
determining how man>| unlock codes to provide to a user. 



26. 



27. 
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The method of claim ll further comprising at least one of the following: 
determining how many outcomes to provide to a user device; and 
determining how many unlock codes to provide to a user device. 

The method of claim ll further comprising at least one of the following: 
determining how manv outcomes to provide to an intermediary; and 
determining how many unlock codes to provide to an intermediary. 
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28. The method of claim 1, further comprising at least one of the following: 
determining how many outcomes to provide to an intermediary device; and 
determining how many unlock codes to provide to an intermediary device. 

29. The method of claim 1, farther comprising at least one of the following: 
receiving an indication olj" a behavior of a recipient of said indication of said 



/ 



outcome; L 

characterizing a behavior 
comparing a behavior of ii 

qualifying action indicated to said 



30. 



31. 



32. 



34. 



of a recipient of said indication of said outcome; and 
recipient of said indication of said outcome to a 
recipient. 



The method of claim 1, further comprising at least one of the following: 

determining an expected v ilue of said outcome; and 

determining a frequency di stribution associated with said outcome. 



The method of claim 1, 
providing an indication of 
providing an indication of 



fuifther comprising at least one of the following: 
an expected value of said outcome; and 
frequency distribution associated with said outcome. 



The method of claim 1, 
receiving an indication of 
receiving an indication of 



33. The method of claim 1, further 
associating said outcome v 



further comprising at least one of the following: 
4n unlocking of said outcome; and 
selection of said outcome for unlocking. 



comprising: 
ith a benefit. 
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The method of claim 1, fuither comprising at least one of the following: 

populating an outcome database; 

maintaining an outcome database; 

updating an outcome database; 

accessing an outcome database; 

populating a transaction database; 

maintaining a transaction c atabase; 

updating a transaction database; 
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35. 



and 



36. 



accessing a transaction database; 
populating a user database; 
maintaining a user database; 
updating a user database j 

accessing a user databas^; 

i 

populating an intermediary database; 
maintaining an intermediary database; 
updating an intermediary database; and 
accessing an intermedial^ database. 

The method of claim 1, further comprising at least one of the following: 
providing associated information with said outcome; 

determining a condition for display of information associated with said outcome; 

providing an indication of an expected value of said outcome. 

The method of claim ll, further comprising at least one of the following: 
receiving payment fori said indication of said unlock code; and 
receiving payment fon said indication of said outcome. 



1 37. The method of claim 11 , further comprising: 

2 verifying a proper unlocking of said outcome. 

1 38. The method of claim 1 , further wherein said outcome is associated with at least one 

2 of a symbol, value, identifieil benefit or prize. 

1 39. The method of claim 1, wherein said outcome is locked. 

1 40. The method of claim| 1, wherein said outcome can only be unlocked by said unlock 

2 code. 

1 41 . The method of claim' 1 , wherein said outcome can only be unlocked by said unlock 

2 code for a predetermined per od of time. 



1 42. 



The method of claim 



L 5 wherein said outcome can be unlocked by only one unlock 
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2 code. 



1 43. The method of claim 1, vv|herein said outcome can be unlocked by at least two 

2 unlock codes. 

1 44. The method of claim 1, viherein said unlock code can unlock only one outcome. 

1 45. The method of claim 1, wnerein said unlock code can unlock at least two outcomes. 

i 

1 46. The method of claim 38, wherein after being used to unlock a first outcome, said 

2 unlock code cannot be used to unlock any more outcomes. 

1 47. The method of claim 1, wnerein said unlock code is reusable. 

O 1 48. The method of claim 1, w ierein said providing said indication of said outcome 

m 2 comprises: 

% 3 providing said indication of said outcome to at least one user. 

£= 1 49. The method of claim 1, w lerein said providing said indication of said outcome 

03 

s 2 comprises: 

Jjj 3 providing said indication of said outcome to at least one user device. 

*jf 1 50. The method of claim 1, wherein said providing said indication of said outcome 

O 2 comprises: I 

3 providing said indication of said outcome to at least one intermediary. 

1 51 . The method of claim 1, wherein said providing said indication of said outcome 

2 comprises: J 

3 providing said indication of said outcome to at least one intermediary device. 

1 52. The method of claim 11 wherein said providing said indication of said unlock code 

2 comprises: / 

3 providing said indication of said unlock code to at least one intermediary. 

1 53. The method of claim ' ., wherein said providing said indication of said unlock code 

2 comprises: 

3 providing said indication of said unlock code to at least one intermediary device. 
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54. The method of claim 1, wherein^aid providing said indication of said unlock code 
comprises: 

providing said indication of said unlock code to at least one user. 

55. The method of claim 1, wherpin said providing said indication of said unlock code 
comprises: 

providing said indication o1 said unlock code to at least one user device. 

56. The method of claim 1, wherein said outcome has an associated expiration date. 

57. The method of claim 1, wnerein said unlock code has an associated expiration date. 

58. The method of claim 1, Wherein said benefit has an associated expiration date. 

59. The method of claim 1, Avherein providing said indication of said outcome includes 
providing said indication of sa/d outcome to a plurality of users. 

60. The method of claim 59, wherein said benefit varies in relation to how many of said 
plurality of users unlock saidf outcome. 

61 . The method of claim 59, wherein said benefit varies in relation to how many of said 
plurality of users provide a redemption request associated with said outcome. 



62. The method of claim 
plurality of users complete 



59, wherein said benefit varies in relation to how many of said 
a qualifying action associated with said outcome. 



63. The method of claiib 
plurality of users complete 



64. The method of claifri 
includes providing said indication 



65. 



59, wherein said benefit varies in relation to how many of said 
a qualifying action associated with said unlock code. 



1, wherein providing said indication of said unlock code 
of said unlock code to a plurality of users. 



As filed 



The method of claim 1, further comprising at least one of the following: 
associating biometrijp information with said outcome; 
associating biometrii information with said unlock code; and 
associating biometrid information with said benefit. 
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66. The method of claim j, further comprising: 

associating said unlock code with a user device. 



67. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
associating said outcome with a user device. 

i 

68. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

receiving biometric information associated with a user. 

\ 

69. The method of claim \1, further comprising: 



determining a user de 



/ice identifier. 



70. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 



associating said outco 



le with a user device identifier. 



71 . The method of claim i, further comprising: 



associating said unloc 



: code with a user device identifier. 



72. The method of claim 

associating said benefit 



, further comprising: 
with a user device identifier. 



73. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
receiving a user identifier. 

74. The method of claim lAwherein said providing an indication of a benefit associated 
with said outcome occurs before said providing an indication of said unlock code. 



75. The method of claim 1, 
associated with said outcome oc 
code. 



wherein said providing said indication of a benefit 
curs before said providing said indication of said unlock 



76. The method of claim 1 
associated with said outcome occurs 



77. The method of claim 1 , 
associated witbsaid outcome oc 



wherein said providing said indication of a benefit 
before said generating an outcome. 



vherein said providing said indication of a benefit 
curs before said generating an unlock code. 
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78. The method of claim 1, wher ?iti said generating an outcome includes selecting an 
outcome from a plurality of predeter nined outcomes. 

79. The method of claim 1, whersin said generating an outcome includes identifying a 
predetermined outcome. 

80. The method of claim 1, wheriein said generating an outcome includes receiving an 
indication of a designated outcome io use. 



8 1 . The method of claim 1 , 
an unlock code from a plurality 



wherein said generating an unlock code includes selecting 
of predetermined unlock codes. 



82. The method of claim 1, whfrein said generating an unlock code includes identifying 
a predetermined unlock code. 



83. The method of claim 1, wl 
an indication of a designated unlo' 



erein said generating an unlock code includes receiving 
k code to use. 



84. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
invalidating said outcome. 

85. The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 
invalidating said unlock cc de. 

86. The method of claim 1 , ftpther comprising: 
invalidating said benefit. , 

87. A method for conducting a promotion, implemented in a promotion control system, 
the method comprising: 

providing data representative of an outcome, said outcome associated with at least 
one unlock code; / 

providing data representative of said at least one unlock code; 

receiving data represei itative of a redemption request associated with said outcome; 



and 
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receiving said data representative of said redemption request. 
A method for conducting a promotion, comprising: 



determining at least one outcome; 

determining at least one unlock code for at least one of said at least one outcome; 
sending at least one indication of one of said at least one outcome; 



sending an at least one indication o 



one of said at least one unlock code; 



receiving a redemption request associated with at least one of said at least one 
outcome; and 

sending at least one indication of atj least one benefit associated with at least one of 
said at least one outcome. 



1 89. The method of claim 88, wherein said unlock code has an associated qualifying 



2 action. 



1 90. The method of claim 88, whereii l 



91 . A method for conducting a promotion, comprising: 



providing at least one indication 
providing at least one indication 
outcome; 

providing at least one indication 



said outcome has an associated qualifying action. 



of an outcome; 

of an unlock code capable of unlocking said 

of at least one benefit associated with said at least 



one outcome after said outcome is unlocked. 



1 92. The method of claim 91, further 

2 receiving an indication that said 

1 93 . The method of claim 9 1 , further 



comprising: 

outcome has been unlocked, 
comprising: 



associating a qualifying action with said outcome. 



1 94. The method of claim 93, furthei 

2 receiving an indication of a completion 



1 96. The method of claim 91 further 
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comprising: 

of said qualifying action. 



1 95. The method of claim 91, wherein said outcome has an associated qualifying action. 



compnsing: 
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1 97. 
2 
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associating a qualifying action witty said unlock code. 

// 

The method of claim 96, further comprising: 

receiving an indication of a comp etion of said qualifying action 
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1 98. The method of claim 91, wherein 

j 

2 action. 



99. A method for conducting a prom 
providing an indication of a pron 



said unlock code has an associated qualifying 



tion, composing: 

ition outcome to a user and an indication of an 



unlock code associated with said promot on outcome to an intermediary; 

receiving a redemption request associated with said promotion outcome; and 
providing an indication of a bene fit associated with said promotion outcome. 

100. The method of claim 99, further comprising: 
identifying said promotion outcome 



101 . The method of claim 100, further 

identifying said unlock code associated 



comprising: 

with said promotion outcome. 



102. A method for conducting a promotion, comprising: 

providing an indication of a pron Lotion outcome to an intermediary and an 

indication of an unlock code associated with said promotion outcome to a user; 

receiving a redemption request associated with said promotion outcome; and 
providing an indication of a benifit associated with said promotion outcome. 



1 103. The method of claim 102, further comprising: 

2 identifying said promotion outcome. 

1 104. The method of claim 103, further comprising: 

2 identifying said unlock code associated with said promotion outcome. 



1 

2 
3 
4 



105. 



A method of participating in a/promotion, comprising: 

receiving an indication of an unlock code associated with at least one outcome; 
associating a qualifying action with said unlock code; 
providing an indication of sai d qualifying action; and 
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providing an indication of said unl^k code upon a completion of said qualifying 



action. 



106. The method of claim 105, further comprising at least one of the following: 
receiving an indication of a completion of said qualifying action; and 



verifying a completion of said qualifying action. 
1 07. The method of claim 1 05, furthe/ 



comprising at least one of the following: 
determining at least one user to v^hom to provide an indication of said qualifying 
action; and 

determining at least one user device to which to provide an indication of said 



unlock code. 

108. The method of claim 105, further 
determining how many unlock o 



compnsmg: 

des to provide to a user. 



109. The method of claim 105, further comprising at least one of the following: 
receiving an indication of a behi vior of a recipient of said indication of said 

qualifying action; 

characterizing a behavior of a recipient of said indication of said qualifying action; 

and 

comparing a behavior of a recipient of said indication of said qualifying action to 
said qualifying action. 

110. The method of claim 105, further comprising at least one of the following: 
assigning an identifier to said /unlock code; and 

recording a user associated with said indication of said qualifying action. 

111. The method of claim 105, further comprising at least one of the following: 
receiving an indication that an outcome has been unlocked; and 
receiving an indication of a selection of an outcome for unlocking. 

1 12. The method of claim 105, further comprising at least one of the following: 
providing associated information with said unlock code; 
providing associated information with said qualifying action; 
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and 



Express Mi 

determining a condition for display of information associated with said outcome; 
providing a payment for receipt off said unlock code. 



1 113. The method of claim 1 05, further/comprising: 

2 receiving a redemption request. 



1 114. The method of claim 1 05, furtMr 

2 providing a benefit associated with 



composing: 
an unlocked outcome. 



1 115. The method of claim 105, further comprising at least one of the following: 

2 receiving reimbursement for a t enefit; 

3 receiving payment for said indication of said qualifying action; and 

4 receiving payment for said indication of said unlock code. 

1 1 16. The method of claim 105, farmer comprising: 

2 verifying a proper unlocking o f an outcome. 



117. The method of claim 105, 
action comprises at least one of the foljlowin 
sending said indication of said 
providing said indication of 



whefrein said providing an indication of said qualifying 

qualifying action to at least one user device; and 
qualifying action to at least one user. 



'said 

118. The method of claim 105, wherein said providing an indication of said unlock code 
comprises at least one of the following 

providing said indication of said unlock code to at least one user; and 
sending said indication of said unlock code to at least one user device. 

119. The method of claim 105, wherein said indication of an unlock code is received 
from a controller. 

120. The method of claim 105, further comprising 



associating an expiration da 
and said qualifying action. 



e with at least one of said outcome, said unlock code, 



1 121. The method of claim 105, further comprising: 
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invalidating at least one of said outcome, said unlock code, and said qualifying 



action. 



122. The method of claim 105, further comprising: 

modifying at least one of said outcoipe, said unlock code, and said qualifying 

action. 



123. A method of participating in a pron 



associating a qualifying action with 
providing an indication of said qual 



btion, comprising: 



receiving an indication of an outcor le associated with at least one unlock code; 



said outcome; 
ying action; and 



providing an indication of said outcome upon a completion of said qualifying 



action. 



124. A method of participating in a prom )tion, comprising 



receiving an indication of an outcom 



e, said outcome associated with at least one 



unlock code capable of unlocking said outcome; 



identifying a qualifying action for at 



distributing at least one indication of at said qualifying action; and 



distributing at least one indication of 



upon receiving an indication of a completion of said one qualifying action, 



125. A method of participating in a promotion 
receiving an indication of an outcom 

unlock code capable of unlocking said outccjme 
identifying a qualifying action for said 
distributing at least one indication of 
distributing at least one indication of 

indication of a completion of said one qualifying 



least one of said at least one unlock code; 



at least one of said at least one unlock code 



126. A method for participating in a pror lotion, comprising: 

receiving an indication of an outcome; 

receiving an indication of a qualifyi 
can unlock said outcome; 



, composing: 
, said outcome associated with at least one 
e; 

outcome; 
at said qualifying action; and 
at least one of said outcome upon receiving an 
action. 



g action associated with an unlock code that 
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127. 



receiving said unlock code; 
unlocking said outcome;- and 

receiving an indication of a benefit associated with said outcome. 

Il 

The method of claim 126,lfurther comprising: 

providing an indication ofla completion of said qualifying action. 



128. The method of claim 126, further comprising: 



providing a redemption request associated with said outcome. 

\ 

The method of claim 126, f irther comprising: 
providing information regarding behavior characteristics. 



129. 



130. 



associated 



The method of claim 126, 
receiving information 
receiving information asso<[i 
receiving information 
receiving information 



further comprising at least one of the following: 
with said outcome; 
ated with said unlock code; 
associated with said qualifying action; and 
with said benefit. 



associated 



ai 



131. A method for participating 
receiving an indication of 
receiving an indication of a 

be unlocked by said unlock code; 
receiving said outcome; 
unlocking said outcome; an 
receiving an indication of a 



a promotion, composing: 
unlock code; 

qualifying action associated with an outcome that can 



benefit associated with said outcome. 



1 32. The method of claim 131, further comprising: 

providing a redemption request associated with said outcome. 

133. The method of claim 131, further comprising: 

providing an indication of a completion of said qualifying action. 

134. A method for participating in A promotion, comprising: 
receiving data representative off an unlock code; 
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receiving data representative bf a qualifying action associated with an outcome that 
can be unlocked by said unlock code ■ 



action; 



transmitting data representative of an indication of a completion of said qualifying 

i 

receiving data representative c f said outcome; 
unlocking said outcome; and 

receiving data representative of a benefit associated with said outcome. 



135. A method for participating in a promotion, comprising : 
receiving data representative of in outcome; 

receiving data representative of i qualifying action associated with an unlock code 



)f an indication of a completion of said qualifying 



that can unlock said outcome; 

transmitting data representative 

action; 

receiving data representative of ^aid unlock code; 
unlocking said outcome; and 1 

receiving data representative of albenefit associated with said outcome. 

136. A method for participating in a promotion, comprising: 
receiving an indication of at least one outcome; 

receiving an indication of at least one qualifying action, said at least one qualifying 
action associated with at least one unlock dode; 

receiving at least one unlock code upon satisfying at least one of said at least one 
qualifying action; 1 

using at least one unlock code to unlock at least one of said at least one outcome; 

sending at least one redemption requ sst upon unlocking of one at least one of said at 
least one outcome; and 

receiving a benefit associated with an unlocked outcome. 

137. A method for participating in a promotion, comprising: 



receiving an indication of at least one 



outcome; 



receiving an indication of at least one qualifying action, each of said at least one 
qualifying action associated with at least one unlock code; 
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5 receiving at least one unlock code upon satisfying at least one of said at least one 

6 qualifying actions; 

7 unlocking at least one of said at least one outcome; and 

8 receiving a benefit associated with an unlocked outcome. 

i 

1 138. A method for participating Jin a promotion, comprising: 

i 

2 receiving an indication of at least one unlock code; 

3 receiving an indication of at least one qualifying action, said at least one qualifying 

4 action associated with at least one outcome; 

\ 

5 receiving at least one outcome upon satisfying at least one of said at least one 

6 qualifying actions; \ 

7 unlocking at least one of said at least one outcome; and 

8 receiving a benefit associated with an unlocked outcome. 

1 139. A system for conducting a promotion, comprising: 

2 a memory; 

3 a communication port; and 

4 a processor connected to said ljriemory and said communication port, said processor 

5 being operative to: 

6 generate an outcome; 

7 generate an unlock cod[e associated with said outcome; 

8 provide an indication of said outcome; 

9 provide an indication of said unlock code; and 

10 provide an indication ofla benefit associated with said outcome. 

1 140. A computer readable medium far use in a promotion system, the computer readable 

2 medium storing a computer program comprising: 

3 computer readable means for producing an outcome; 

4 computer readable means for producing a reveal code associated with said outcome; 

5 computer readable means for senc ing an indication of said outcome; 

6 computer readable means for send ing an indication of said reveal code; and 

7 computer readable means for sending an indication of a benefit associated with said 

8 outcome. 
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141. An article of manufacture, comprising: 
a computer usable medium having a computer readable program means embodied 

therein for operating an information systsm, the computer readable program means in said 
article of manufacture operable to: 

generate an outcome; 
generate an unlock code associated with said outcome; 

provide an indication of sj dd outcome; 

provide an indication of said unlock code; and 

provide an indication of a lenefit associated with said outcome. 

142. An apparatus for conducting a promotion, comprising: 
means for producing an outcome; I 

means for producing a reveal code associated with said outcome; 
means for sending an indication of said outcome; 
means for sending an indication of said reveal code; and 
means for sending an indication of a benefit associated with said outcome. 

143. A system for conducting a promotion, comprising: 
a memory; 

a communication port; and 

a processor connected to said memof-y and said communication port, said processor 
being operative to: 

provide data representative <j>f an outcome, said outcome associated with at 



Df said at least one unlock code; 

)f a redemption request associated with said 



least one unlock code; 

provide data representative 

receive data representative i 
outcome; and 

provide data representative/of a benefit associated with said outcome upon 
receiving said data representative ^>f said redemption request. 

144. A computer readable medium for use in a promotion system, the computer readable 
medium storing a computer program comprising: 

computer readable means for transmitting data representative of an outcome, said 



As filed 



73 



Express M; 



Jorney Docket No. 99-1 12 
ibel No. EL466459685US 



Li 3 



4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 

1 
2 
3 
4 



outcome associated with at least one re^e^ code; 

computer readable means for tra ismitting data representative of said at least one 
reveal code; 

computer readable means for ob aining data representative of a redemption request 
associated with said outcome; and 

computer readable means for tra ismitting data representative of a benefit associated 
with said outcome upon receiving said c ata representative of said redemption request. 

145. An article of manufacture, comprising: 

a computer usable medium having a computer readable program means embodied 
therein for operating an information system, the computer readable program means in said 
article of manufacture operable to: 

provide data representative of an outcome, said outcome associated with at 
least one unlock code; 

provide data representative of said at least one unlock code; 
receive data representative of a redemption request associated with said 
outcome; and 

provide data representative of a benefit associated with said outcome upon 
receiving said data representative of said redemption request. 



146. An apparatus for conducting 
means for transmitting data 

with at least one reveal code; 

means for transmitting data 
means for obtaining data 

outcome; and 

means for transmitting data 

upon receiving said data n 



representative 



147. 



a promotion, comprising: 

representative of an outcome, said outcome associated 

representative of said at least one reveal code; 
representative of a redemption request associated with said 



epresentative of a benefit associated with said outcome 
of said redemption request. 



A system for conducting a promotion, comprising: 
a memory; 

a communication port; 

a processor connected to said jmemory and said communication port, said processor 



t; and \ 
i to said W 
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being operative to: 

receive an indication o£ an unlock code associated with at least one 
outcome; / 

associate a qualifying^action with said unlock code; 

provide an indication jof said qualifying action; and 

provide an indicatiory of said unlock code upon a completion of said 
qualifying action. 

148. A computer readable mediuiA for use in a promotion system, the computer readable 
medium storing a computer program comprising: 

computer readable means for obtaining an indication of an unlock code associated 
with at least one outcome; 

computer readable means for e stablishing a qualifying action for said unlock code; 

computer readable means for s aiding an indication of said qualifying action; and 

computer readable means for s ending an indication of said unlock code upon a 
completion of said qualifying action. 

149. An article of manufacture, con prising: 
a computer usable medium having a computer readable program means embodied 

therein for operating an information system, the computer readable program means in said 
article of manufacture operable to: 

receive an indication ofl an unlock code associated with at least one 
outcome; 

associate a qualifying ajction with said unlock code; 
provide an indication ojf said qualifying action; and 
provide an indication cf said unlock code upon a completion of said 
qualifying action. 

150. An apparatus for conducting d promotion, comprising: 
means for obtaining an indication of an unlock code associated with at least one 

outcome; 

means for establishing a qualifying action for said unlock code; 
means for sending an indication of said qualifying action; and 
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means for sending an indication of said unlock code upon a completion of said 
qualifying action. f 

i 

151. A system for conducting a promotion, comprising: 

i 

a memory; t 

a communication port; and 

a processor connect sd to said memory and said communication port, said processor 
being operative to: 

receive an indication of an outcome associated with at least one unlock code; 
associate a qualifying action with said outcome; 
provide an indication of said qualifying action; and 

provide an indication of said outcome upon a completion of said qualifying 

action. 

152. A computer readable rAedium for use in a promotion system, the computer readable 
medium storing a computer program comprising: 

computer readable mean^ for obtaining an indication of an outcome associated with 
at least one unlock code; 

computer readable means for establishing a qualifying action for said outcome; 

computer readable means Abr sending an indication of said qualifying action; and 

computer readable means for sending an indication of said outcome upon a 
completion of said qualifying action. 

153. An article of manufacture, comprising: 

a computer usable medium having a computer readable program means embodied 
therein for operating an information System, the computer readable program means in said 
article of manufacture operable to: 

receive an indication otf an outcome associated with at least one unlock 



code; 



associate a qualifying action with said outcome; 
provide an indication of said qualifying action; and 

provide an indication onsaid outcome upon a completion of said qualifying 



action. 



As filed 



76 



^^torney Docket No. 99-1 12 
Express IVllBabel No. EL466459685US 



'ft i 



1 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 

1 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

1 

2 
3 



154. An apparatus for conducting a promotion, comprising: 

i 

means for obtaining an indication of an outcome associated with at least one unlock 



code; 

means for establishing a qualifying action for said outcome; 
means for sending an indication of said qualifying action; 
means for sending an indication of said outcome upon a completion of said 
qualifying action. 

155. A system for conducting apromotion, comprising: 
a memory; 

a communication port; and 
a processor connected to saiti memory and said communication port, said processor 
being operative to: 

of an outcome; 

of a qualifying action associated with an unlock code 



receive an indication 
receive an indicatioi 



that can unlock said outcon e; 



receive said unlock z< 
unlock said outcome: 
receive an indicatior 



ode; 
; and 

of a benefit associated with said outcome. 



156. A computer readable medium for use in a promotion system, the computer readable 
medium storing a computer program comprising: 

computer readable means foi obtaining an indication of an outcome; 
computer readable means foi obtaining an indication of a qualifying action 
associated with an unlock code that :an unlock said outcome; 

computer readable means foi obtaining said unlock code; 
computer readable means foi revealing said outcome; and 

computer readable means for obtaining an indication of a benefit associated with 
said outcome. 

157. An article of manufacture, comprising: 

a computer usable medium having a computer readable program means embodied 
therein for operating an information system, the computer readable program means in said 
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article of manufacture operable to: 

receive an indication of an outcome; 

receive an indication of a qualifying action associated with an unlock code 
that can unlock said outcome; 

receive said i nlock code; 
unlock said outcome; and 

receive an indication of a benefit associated with said outcome. 



158. An apparatus for condu 
means for obtaining an 



lbtmg a promotion, comprising: 
ndication of an outcome; 
means for obtaining an indication of a qualifying action associated with an unlock 
code that can unlock said outcom e; 

means for obtaining said unlock code; 
means for revealing said outcome; and 

means for receiving an indication of a benefit associated with said outcome. 



159. A system for conducting a ij>: 
a memory; 

a communication port; and 
a processor connected to saip 
being operative to: 

receive an indication 



omotion, comprising: 



memory and said communication port, said processor 



of an unlock code; 



receive an indication 
can be unlocked by said unloc 
receive said outcome; 
unlock said outcome; 
receive an indication o 



1 60. A computer readable medium 
medium storing a computer program 



a qualifying action associated with an outcome that 
code; 



a benefit associated with said outcome. 



x>r use in a promotion system, the computer readable 
iprising: 

computer readable means for dbjtaining an indication of an unlock code; 
computer readable means for chaining an indication of a qualifying action 
associated with an outcome that can b^ Unlocked by said unlock code; 
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6 computer readable means fcjr obtaining said outcome; 

7 computer readable means fir revealing said outcome; and 

8 computer readable means for obtaining an indication of a benefit associated with 

9 said outcome. 

1 161. An article of manufacture/ comprising: 

2 a computer usable medium having a computer readable program means embodied 

3 therein for operating an information system, the computer readable program means in said 

4 article of manufacture operable tc : 

5 receive an indicati m of an unlock code; 

6 receive an indication of a qualifying action associated with an outcome that 

7 can be unlocked by said unlock code; 

8 receive said outcome; 

9 unlock said outcome; and 

10 receive an indication of a benefit associated with said outcome. 

1 162. An apparatus for conducting a promotion, comprising: 

2 means for obtaining an indication of an unlock code; 

3 means for obtaining an indication of a qualifying action associated with an outcome 

4 that can be unlocked by said unlock cpde; 

5 means for obtaining said outcome ; 

6 means for revealing said outcofrie; and 

7 means for obtaining an indication of a benefit associated with said outcome. 
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